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The year 2001 stands out in several different respects. It was the beginning of the
Third Millennium. It was declared by the United Nations as the Year of Dialogue
Among Civilizations. As a result of September 11, 2001, it will be remembered as the
year of global terrorism. The irony of this coincidence cannot escape us. The new
millennium showed its Janus face. We are on the path to a world alive with stunning
promises and perils.

For the Toda Institute as for all peace-loving peoples and organizations, the
challenge could not have been written in any larger writ. We have to redouble our
efforts. As the Institute’s Human Security and Global Governance (HUGG) project is
reaching its conclusion with the publication of 11 volumes in the Toda Institute’s Book
Series (see Appendix I), a new global research project on Globalization, Regionalization,
and Democratization (GRAD) will be unfolding. This report outlines the Institute’s

present and future projects.

HUGG Doha

The third meeting of the International Commission for Security and Cooperation
in West Asia (SACWA) took place in Doha, Qatar, 5-7 January 2001. Hosted by the
Qatar Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the meeting was co-chaired by Ambassador Nasser Al-
Khalifa and Professor Majid Tehranian. The Commission has been sponsored by a
number of peace and policy research institutes, including the Toda Institute, Copenhagen
Peace Research Institute, Center for Arab and Islamic Studies of Australian National

University, Centre for World Dialogue of Nicosia, the Iranian Institute of Political and



International Studies, and the Norwegian Institute of International Affairs. It has met in
Istanbul, Turkey (1999) and Limassol, Cyprus (2000). The Commission is drawn from
leading scholars and diplomats from the eight littoral states of the Persian Gulf and the
five permanent member-states of the United Nations Security Council. It has focused on
conflict resolution issues among the Persian Gulf states, including arms control, border
disputes, and confidence building. The Doha meeting resolved to establish a regional
center for dialogue among the Persian Gulf states. It also planned for a larger meeting to
be held in Cyprus on March 29-31, 2002, in cooperation with the Centre for World

Dialogue (see below).

HUGG Moscow

Under the co-sponsorship of the Toda Institute and the Moscow Center for
Political and International Studies, over thirty scholars as well as political and business
leaders met in Moscow, June 18-20, 2001, at a conference focused on “Dialogue of
Civilizations: A New Peace Agenda for Eurasia.” The conference participants met with
Russian government officials to discuss their views on Eurasian peace and policy.
Ambassador Vladimir Lufkin, Vice-Chairman of the State Duma, Vladimir Zhirinovsky,
Vice-Chairman of the State Duma, and Chizhov (?) from Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
briefed the conference participants on different aspects of Russia’s foreign policy. A
book will be published out of the conference papers tentatively entitled, Eurasia: A New
Peace Agenda. Professors Alexander Nikitin, Michael Intriligator, and Majid Tehranian

will be the co-editors.



TODA at UN

Representatives of the Toda Institute participated in an orientation program
organized by the United Nations Department of Publication Information for the UN
newly affiliated non-governmental organizations (NGOs). The event took place at the UN
headquarters in New York City on May 23-24, 2001. As an accredited UN NGO-
Affiliate, the Toda Institute will have access to the UN facilities and will collaborate with
its main organs. In the future, the institute may organize conferences at the UN
Headquarters at which its research findings and policy recommendations can be

presented.

GRAD at Oxford

Globalization, Regionalization, and Democratization (GRAD) is the title of the
Toda Institute’s new global research project. Due to the problems of air travel resulting
from the terrorist attack on the United States, the GRAD planning conference was
postponed from September 15-18, 2001 to March 17-20, 2002. The conference will take
place at Magdalen College, Oxford University. Under the auspices of the Toda Institute
and the Globalization Research Center of the University of Hawai'i, the conference will
bring together some 80 scholars from all over the world. Focused on “Democratization
in the Context of Globalization, Regionalization, and Moderization,” the conference will
launch a new inter-civilizational research initiative. A consortium of peace and policy
institutes also will be formed at Oxford to oversea the project. For further information on

the GRAD Project, see www.toda.org.



The conference will form a number of working groups focusing on specific
topics. Each working group will consist of scholars from several different continents,
regions, and civilizations. The central objective of the GRAD Project is to study global
problems globally. Instead of imposing alien research concepts and methods on
indigenous problems, the project aims at achieving its analytical frameworks dialogically
through collaboration among scholars from different cultural backgrounds. Some of the
working groups have already started their formation. Others will be formed at the

conference itself.

Commission on Globalization

The Toda Institute and its director were invited to join the Commission on
Globalization formed by Michael Gorbachev, George Soros, and other world leaders.
The Commission held its inaugural conference in London on December 14-15, 2001 (see
Appendix II). The Commission has formed a number of Policy Action Groups focusing
on specific problems such as intellectual property, progressive enterprise, learning and
education, genetic technology, poverty and inequality, and environment. The conference
approved the director’s proposal for a new Policy Action Group under the title of
“Cultures, Dialogues, and Global Mediation” (see Appendix III). There is clearly a
strong linkage between the objectives of the Commission on Globalization and the Toda

Institute’s GRAD project.

GRAD West Asia



The last three meetings of the International Commission for Security and
Cooperation in West Asia (Istanbul 1999, Limassol 2000, Doha 2001) were focused on
conflict resolution problems in the Persian Gulf. HUGG West Asia touched on a number
of critical issues, including border disputes, confidence building, and cooperative
security. Out of these deliberations, a volume entitled Bridging a Gulf: Peacebuilding in
West Asia has emerged that is currently with the publishers.

September 11, 2002, however, demonstrated the urgent need for a new regional
security regime in West Asia based on peace as well as justice, economic progress as well
as political democracy, human rights as well as responsibilities. To reach these
objectives, democratization appears to be an indispensable condition for regional
security.

In its new phase, the West Asian project is broadening its regional concern
beyond the Persian Gulf and narrowing its focus on comparative studies of
democratization in the contexts of globalization, modernization, and regionalization.

This research focus fits well with the new GRAD Project. The GRAD West Asia project
will have its planning conference in Limassol, Cyprus on March 29-31, 2002. Iﬁ
collaboration with the Centre for World Dialogue (Nicosia, Cyprus), the Toda Institute is
bringing scholars from West Asia, Europe, and North America to design the conceptual

and methodological framework of the research project.

Conclusion
As the GRAD project unfolds, a number of working groups will be formed

composed of peace and policy scholars from all over the world. They will focus on



global problems that need to be studied globally. The process of this global research
project should be considered as important as its outcome. Unlike most international
research projects that are primarily led and implemented by a single institution and
national group, from its conception to implementation, the GRAD project aims at
becoming a multi-national and multi-institutional effort. As such, the project hopes to
achieve an unprecedented level of multi-cultural dialogue among the researchers and
policy-makers in peace research.

The Institute’s founder Daisaku Ikeda, Chairman Einosuke Akiya, the Board of
Directors, and the International Advisory Council, have been a source of constant
encouragement to me. Thanks also are due to the Institute’s dedicated staff in Tokyo and
Honolulu, including Masaichi Ueda, Tomosaburo Hirano, Koichi Taniguchi, Hiroshi
Morita, Satoko Takahashi, Hau oli Busby, and Chie Sunada. Farideh Farhi, Anne Smith,
Joyce Yukawa, and Celine Shinbutsu have ably helped the institute to project itself
through its journal, Peace & Policy, and its WebPage. Without this dream team, none of
the above achievements would have been possible.

Majid Tehranian

Professor, University of Hawai'i

Director, Toda Institute for Global Peace and Policy Research
Honolulu, Hawai'i, January 26, 2002



APPENDIX L
TODA INSTITUTE BOOK SERIES

Worlds Apart: Human Security and Global Governance

Asian Peace: Security and Governance in the Asia-Pacific Region
Nuclear Disarmament: Obstacles to Banishing the Bomb

Not By Bread Alone: Food Security and Governance in Africa
Reimagining the Future: Toward Democratic Governance

Managing the Global: Globalization, Employment, and Quality of Life
Dialogue of Civilizations: A New Peace Agenda for a New Millennium
Bridging a Gulf: Peacebuilding in West Asia

Democratizing Global Governance.

1 0 Worlds on the Move: Globalization, Migration, and Cultural Security
11. Eurasia: A New Peace Agenda
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APPENDIX II.
COMMISSION ON GLOBALIZATION
We, the undersigned have come together to issue the following joint statement:

Moral, economic and political imperatives mandate that the world community take action
to reconcile the contradictory tendencies inherent in globalisation. The global
challenges before us must be understood and solved in a more comprehensive manner.

In the aftermath of September 11, it is clearly the responsibility of the world community
to build a sustained coalition against terrorism. It is also our responsibility to build an
equally enduring coalition dedicated to building a more peaceful and just world order.

In this spirit, we have come together from around the world and across a spectrum of
disciplines to establish a COMMISSION ON GLOBALISATION, which will convene at
the London Business School December 13-15. The Commission is an international non-
governmental network comprised of leaders from civil society, business, and government
who believe that human security, economic prosperity and environmental stability must
be developed in an integrated manner to ensure long term sustainability and for the
benefits of globalisation to be enjoyed equitably throughout the world. Our goal is to
convene leaders from all sectors to deliberate and take collaborative actions focused on
the constructive reform of specific aspects of the globalisation process. Our
recommendations will be presented to the member states of the United Nations.

Under current conditions, it is essential that those who might not normally consult with
one another, or even sit at the same table, come together and share innovative thinking
and best practices concerning the equitable and democratic governance of the global
system. Nothing less will suffice to create the future to which we all aspire.

Co-Chairs

Mahnaz Afkhami, Lloyd Axworthy, Georges Berthoin, Carl Bildt, Jane Goodall, Mikhail
Gorbachev, Candido Grzybowski, Noeleen Heyzer, Enrique Iglesias, Yolanda
Kakabadse, Craig Kielburger, Maria Livanos Cattaui, Maria de Lourdes Pintasilgo,
Koichiro Matsuura, Queen Noor of Jordan Al-Ma’wa, Jose Ramos-Horta, Shridath
Ramphal , Mary Robmson, John Ruggie, Vandana Shiva, George Soros, James Speth,
Sigmund Sternberg, Joseph Stiglitz, Strobe Talbott, Desmond Tutu, Lori Wallach,
William White, Marian Wright Edelman, Muhammad Yunus.

Commissioners

Rebecca Adamson, Ladan Afrasiaabi, Techeste Ahderom, Mervat Badawi, Alicia
Barcena, Monique Begin, Tom Bentley, Chris Beresford, Betty Oyella Bigombe, Angela
Glover Blackwell, Helga Breuninger, Charlotte Bunch, Aspasia Camargo, Paul Cappon,
Barry Carin, Nat Colleta, Apela Colorado, Thais Corral, Clare Cowan, Linda Crompton,
Yeda Crusius, Jose Maria Dagnino Pastore, Rosiska Darcy de Oliveira, Gurcharan Das,



Susan Davis, Yael Dayan, Juan de Castro, Boaventura de Sousa Santos, Meghnad Desai,
Elizabeth Dowdeswell, William Drayton, Hans-Peter Duerr, Nick Dunlop, Bo Ekman,
Amr Enany, Ruth Escobar, Daniel Esty, Michael Fairbanks, Alberto Forchielli, Shepard
Forman, Graham Galer, Mark Gerzon, Anthony Giddens, Ronni Goldfarb, Pregaluxmi
Govender, Jonathan Granoff, Ted Hall, Halle Hanssen, Khadija Haq, Hazel Henderson,
Hanns Michael Holz, Will Hutton, Maria Ivanova, Devaki Jain, Adam Kahane, Laszlo
Kapolyi, Gail Koff, David Korten, Bart Jan Krouwel, Huguette Labelle, Michael Levett,
Walter Link, Amory Lovins, L. Hunter Lovins, Fred Matser, Richard Medley, Paola
Melchiori, Xu Mingqi, Uwe Morawetz, Harriet Mouchly-Weiss, Caroline Myss, Kumi
Naidoo, Dragoljub Najman, Jane Nelson, Susan Nycum Buckley, Oscar Olivera,
Marcello Palazzi, Martin Palmer, Prinn Panitchpakdi, Berniece Patterson, C.E. Patterson,
Nicanor Perlas, Howard Perlmutter, Jacqueline Pitanguy, Aruna Rao, Mark Ritchie,
Douglas Roche, Kumar Rupesinghe, Francisco Sagasti, Alison Sander, David Schneider,
John Sewell, Leticia Shahani, Barbara Shailor, Gordon Smith, Tom Spencer, George
Starcher, Mervat Tallawy, Majid Tehranian, Nuno Teixeira de Azevedo, Wouter van
Dieren, Raymond Van Ermen, Paul van Seters, Eduardo Viola, Kathryn Williams, Judith
Woodard, Ngaire Woods, Kees Zoeteman.

www.commissiononglobalisation.org

Financial Times, December 13, 2001, page 20.
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APPENDIX III.
POLICY ACTION GROUP:
CULTURES, DIALOGUES, AND GLOBAL MEDIATION

Chaired by leading world citizens such as Mikhael Gorbachev and George Soros,
the Commission on Globalization met in London on December 14-15, 2001. The Policy
Action Group on “Cultures, Dialogues and Global Mediation” is among several study
commissions that were formed to undertake policy-oriented research in their own
domains of interest.

The group on Cultures, Dialogues, and Global Mediation is focused on a central
problem of our times. This is perhaps the first generation in human history whose
“reality” is constructed primarily not through direct, personal experience but by media
organizations. Government and commercial media dominate the scene and bring the
world into the living rooms of every household with access to radio or television. Both
media systems, for different political and commercial reasons, tend to dramatize,
dichotomize, and demonize “us” versus “them.” To be sure, the “media realities” are
often tested against the personally and socially constructed realities. Since, however, an
individual has little direct experience of most parts of the world, the realities constructed
by the media of distant lands and peoples shape most of our images of the other.

The role of global mediation in shaping the images of friends and enemies has
thus become extremely significant. Some media scholars go so far as to speak of a “CNN
effect” in the formation of foreign policies. Global communication has become so
instantaneous and pervasive that it shapes the images, views, and actions of even policy

making elites. No embassy can relay the messages from a war zone as fast as the
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reporters in the ground, equipped with cell phones, video cameras, and satellite
transmission. When decisions have to be made swiftly, reliance on media coverage
becomes even more critical.

Unmediated cultures and dialogues, however, continue to exert their traditional, long-
term impact on peace and policy questions. In a world deeply divided by chasms in
wealth, social structures, and belief systems, mediated and unmediated communication
can exacerbate or ameliorate existing tensions. Given this situation, the purpose of the
Policy Action Group on “Cultures, Dialogues, and Global Mediation” is as follows:

e To acknowledge and celebrate the enormous diversity of voices, cultures,

dialogues, and media around the world.

¢ To diagnose the dominance of certain media messages that the processes of

globalization have privileged.

® To propose policies at national, regional, and global levels that could guarantee

both diversity and unity in global communication promoting a culture of mutual
understanding, peace, and justice.
As the UNESCO charter reminds, if wars begin in the minds of people, it is in the

minds of people that the defenses of peace must be constructed.



